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Aim of the Module:
The aim of this course is to provide learners with a comprehensive understanding of 
the principles, practices, and regulatory frameworks underpinning port security in 
the global maritime industry. The module is designed to equip students with the 
knowledge and skills necessary to identify, assess, and manage security risks in port 
environments, in accordance with international conventions, national regulations, 
and industry best practices.

By focusing on real-world threats such as terrorism, smuggling, piracy, cyber 
attacks, and insider threats, this module emphasizes the importance of proactive risk 
management and coordinated security strategies. It also highlights the critical role 
that security plays in ensuring the safety of people, cargo, vessels, and 
infrastructure, and in supporting international trade.

The module further seeks to develop students’ competencies in security planning, 
emergency preparedness, security audits, and compliance monitoring. Emphasis will 
also be placed on inter-agency collaboration, technology utilization, and the ethical 
and legal dimensions of port security operations.

Learning Outcomes:

 Upon successful completion of this module, students will be able to:
• Explain the fundamental concepts of port security and the strategic importance of  
   security in the context of global maritime operations.
• Critically assess the legal and regulatory framework governing port security,   
   including the ISPS Code, SOLAS Convention, and relevant national legislation.
• Identify and evaluate common and emerging security threats to ports and maritime  
   infrastructure, including physical, cyber, and insider risks.
• Develop and implement effective port security plans that address risk assessment,  
   access control, surveillance, incident response, and communication protocols.
• Demonstrate an understanding of the roles and responsibilities of key stakeholders  
   involved in port security, including port authorities, security personnel, customs,  
   and international agencies.
• Apply principles of security risk management to conduct vulnerability assessments  
   and recommend appropriate mitigation measures.
• Analyze the integration of security technologies such as CCTV, biometrics, AIS, and  
   cybersecurity tools in modern port security systems.
• Evaluate case studies of port security breaches or incidents to identify lessons   
   learned and propose improvements to security frameworks.
• Communicate effectively in security-related scenarios, including crisis response,   
   inter-agency coordination, and stakeholder reporting.
• Demonstrate ethical awareness and legal compliance in the execution of port   
   security duties and in the protection of human rights and civil liberties.


